
Talk and a writing workshop. 

Judy Meewezen - 1 February 2020  

The Sudden Death of a Child; Creating Stories 

Full-time writer, Judy Meewezen studied modern languages (BA Hons, Newcastle upon Tyne / 

Tübingen) and wrote a thesis (M. Phil, Manchester) about the stage plays of the 2019 Nobel Prize 

winning Austrian author, Peter Handke. She taught drama text analysis at Manchester University 

Drama Department for seven years and worked at the Royal Exchange theatre as literary assistant. 

Later, she spent twenty-five years in arts journalism and broadcasting and in creative jobs in TV 

documentary and drama at the BBC and several European TV companies. Judy’s travels include 

frequent visits to Europe and Africa, most recently in late 2019, when she spent ten weeks in South 

Africa and Kenya.  

Introductions and expectations. (The writing component is not a test of anyone’s potential 

as a writer, but an exercise in understanding some of the processes and perhaps awakening 

an interest in writing.) 

PART ONE 

1. The first section suggests cases in which the death of a child (or children) has been treated 

by UK based writers of popular culture. It will compare applications in the tabloid press with 

TV drama series, focusing on a writer’s Point of View: 

Discussion. 

What, if any, are a writer’s professional parameters? What can writers hope to achieve 

beyond the emotional manipulation of a readership or audience for the financial advantage 

of their paymasters (and the survival of own career)? Where is truth? What space, if any, is 

available – on or off the page - for a writer’s emotional reaction to the death he or she is paid 

to present to the public? What freedoms and constraints might exist for the daring writer of 

fiction who cares nothing for market forces? 

 

2. The second section focuses specifically on Judy’s quest to discover how different traditional 

African communities dealt with – and in some cases, still deal with - a mother in the 

aftermath of her child’s death. Christianity, predicated on the sacrifice of an only Son, has 

clearly created change, but some remote societies continue to consider such women as 

punishable habitats for demons. 

(The section will include extracts from Judy’s work) 

Discussion  

What challenges must be overcome to begin understanding such highly charged stories and 

then present them as fiction for a distant readership?  

 

PART TWO 

Participants will be encouraged to develop a related scenario and then to explore how the 

incident might be written up as a straightforward record of the truth and also as either a 

newspaper report or a piece of fiction. 


